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Several works on display in Riverside Print Group’s exhibition, Under Construction, use art 
and the process of printmaking as a way to explore personal memories both old and new 
that deal with loss, grief, pain, and isolation as well as their counterparts hope, healing, 
renewal, and survival. Through these works we see and feel the loss of a parent or sibling, 
the changing landscape around us, the personal struggles that we often keep close to 
ourselves and hidden from the outside world. In a way, the creation of these works become 
a therapeutic outlet to explore emotions and to make sense of a situation that is otherwise 
difficult to comprehend or accept.  

In Bettina Matzkuhn’s 2001 work, The Night It All Went, the end of a relationship and an 
unexpected illness is explored through the metaphor of natural disaster and climate 
change. The work is one in a series of works by Matzkuhn called Inundation. The powerful 
emotions of loss and confusion are mirrored in the simultaneous flooding and explosion of 
a house. Everything that was once known is now lost, the future unknown. Throughout the 
work, Matzkuhn stitches small details of domestic life, adding an element of humour to an 
otherwise chaotic and frightening moment, “sometimes in the middle of disaster, laughing 
is a way to center yourself” says Matzkhun in her artist video.   

Similar to the way members of the Riverside Print Group use the process of printmaking, 
Matzkhun uses the manual and repetitive processes of embroidery and hand quilting to 
work through both personal and broader concerns. Layer upon layer, ink overlapping 
paper, or threads overlapping fabric, the process of creating these works and the methods 
chosen lend themselves to a timely project, a slow consideration and contemplation of the 
memories and issues that led to the artist creating their works. 

http://d9.ideaexchange.org/cambridge-art-galleries/exhibition/riverside-print-group-under-construction
http://d9.ideaexchange.org/cambridge-art-galleries/work/night-it-all-went
https://youtu.be/nb_9h8x-xwU
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